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AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

UNCLAS CAPE TOWN 0226 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: RH, MZ, SF, PINS, PFOR 

SUB J : VORSTER STATEMENT ON MOZAMBIQUE-RHODESIA 
BORDER CLOSING 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF STATEMENT MADE BY PRIME MINISTER 
VORSTER IN PARLIAMENT EARLY AFTERNOON MARCH 4 IN WHICH 
HE COMMENTS, IN A PURPOSFULLY NON-SUBSTANTIVE MANNER, ON 
MOZAMBIUQUE'S CLOSING OF ITS BORDER WITH RHODESIA. 

"THE CLOSING OF THE BORDER AND THE STOPPING OF COMMERCIAL TRAF- 
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FIC BETWEEN RHODESIA AND MOZAMBIQUE CAUSE CERTAIN IMMEDIATE 
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PROBLEMS FOR BOTH COUNTRIES AND WILL IN DUE COURSE LEAVE GAPS 
AND REQUIRE ADAPTATION NOT ONLY FOR THESE TWO COUNTRIES, 

BUT ALSO FOR QUITE A NUMBER OF OTHER COUNTRIES IN OUTHERN 
AFRICA, INCLUDING ZAIRE AND SOUTH AFRICA. 

SOUTH AFRICA ADHERES TO ITS STANDPOINT THAT BOYCOTTS AND THE 
CLOSING OF BORDERS DO NOT PROVIDE ANY SOLUTION IN POLITICAL 
DISPUTES AND FAR FROM SOLVING PROBLEMS RATHER HAVE THE POTEN- 
TIAL OF ACCENTUATING POINTS OF DIFFERENCE, WITH THE ANGER 
OF CAUSING AN ESCALATION TO SOMETHING MUCH MORE SERIOUS AND 
OF BEING THE SPARK WHICH WILL CAUSE THE SMOULDERING FIRES 
OF FRICATION TO FLARE UP, TO THE DETRIMENT OF ALL THOSE IN 
VOLVED OR NEARBY. IT IS EVEN MORE SO IN THE CASE OF COUN- 
TRIES WHICH ARE ECONOMICALLY INTERDEPENDENT AND IN WHICH THE 
ECONOMY IS AT ONCE MUTUALLY AFFECTED AND HARMED. I BELIEVE 
THAT IT IS IRRESPONSIBLE FOR COUNTRIES, ESPECIALLY THOSE FAR 
AWAY, TO STIR UP SUCH ACTION. 

UNFORTUNATELY THESE CONDITIONS ARE AGGRAVETED BY SENSATIONAL 
REPORTING, SOMETIMES BASED ON MISUNDERSTANDING, WHICH FOMENTS 
FURTHER DISCORD AND GIVES RISE TO PANIC. 

THE GREATEST IMMEDIATE NEED OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, ESPE- 
CIALLY THOSE MOST SERIOUSLY AFFECTD IN RECENT TIMES BY WAR, 
VILENCE, ECONOMIC DEPRESSION AND DECLINING EXPORT PRICES, 

IN CONTRAST WITH RISING IMPORT PRICES, IS TO PROVIDE EMPLOY 
MENT, TO OBTAIN AND PRODUCE FOOD AND TO COMBAT PROVERTY. 

SO FAR SOUTH AFRICA HAS NOT BEEN DIRECTLY AFFECTED BY THE 
EVENTS, AND IT IS STILL TOO EARLY TO DETERMINE THE PRECISE 
EFFECT OF THE ACTION TAKEN, BUT THE SITUATION IS AND REMAINS 
ONE WHICH CAN HAVE DISTRESSING CONSEQUENCES, AND EVERY FURTHER 
DEVELOPMENT WILL HAVE TO BE CAREFULLY EVALUATED AND EVERY STEP 
TO PROTECT THE INTERESTS OF SOUTH AFRICA AND ITS POEPLES WILL 
HAVE TO BE TAKEN WITH CALM DELIBERATION. 

APART FROM THE DANGER INHERENT IN THE SITUATION ITSELF.THE 
RUSSIAN AND CUBAN PRESENCE IN SOUTHER AFRICA IS AN AGGRAVA- 
TING FACTOR, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF THE RUSSIAN POLICY AND 
TACTICS TO EXPLOIT SUCH SITUATIONS TO THER OWN ADVANTAGE 
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AND TO ACHIEVE THEIR WELL-KNOWN AIM OF WORLD DOMINATION. 

THE GOVERNMENT IS CONSTANTLY GIVING ATTENTION TO THE MATTER, 
AND I SHALL KEEP THE HOUSE INFORMED AS OFTEN AS MAY BE NECES- 
SARY." 

EDMONDSON 
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